
SACRAMENTO COUNTY 
 

2008 WMA Base Funding Work Plan 
 

Sacramento County Weed Management Area 
 

January 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009 
  
Contract Lead Group and contact information:  
Group: Sacramento County, Contact: Laura McCready, Sacramento County Agricultural 
Commissioner's Office / Weights and Measures. Phone: 916-875-6603. Email: 
McCreadyL@saccounty.net.  Mailing Address: 4137 Branch Center Dr., Sacramento CA 95827  
  
Project Manager (contact for reporting and invoicing) and contact information:  
Project 1 Manager: Ellen Carlson, Florin Resource Conservation District.  Phone: 916-685-1064.  
Email: ecarlson@egws.org.  Mailing address: 9257 Elk Grove Blvd., Elk Grove, CA 95624.  
 
Project 2 Manager:  Marilee Flannery, Director of Effie Yeaw Nature Center, Sacramento 
County Regional Parks. Phone: 916-489-5080. Email: flannerym@saccounty.net.  Mailing 
Address: P.O. Box 579 Carmichael, CA 95609 
 
WMA Group affiliated with: 

· Sacramento County Department of Agriculture 

· Sacramento County Department of Regional Parks 

· Sacramento County, Water Quality Dept., Drain Maintenance and Operations 

· Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) 

· California State Parks - Gold Fields District 

· Laguna Creek Watershed Council 

· Sacramento County Regional Sanitation District, Bufferlands 

· Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge 

· The Nature Conservancy, Cosumnes River Preserve 

· Sacramento/Florin Resource Conservation Dist. 

· California Native Plant Society (CNPS), Sacramento Chapter, and Sacramento Weed Warriors 

· Sacramento Urban Creeks Council 

· Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) 

· California Department of Food and Agriculture 

· California Department of Fish and Game 

· Natural Resource Conservation Service 

  
  
All projects described in this work plan will be in one contract with Sacramento County 
WMA:  Confirmed, 1 contract with Sacramento County  
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Proposed Projects (Projects 1 and 2) 
  
Project 1: Laguna Creek Watershed Invasive Weed Management Program 
 
Summary: Laguna Creek is located in south central Sacramento County, and is part of the 
Morrison Creek stream group.  The Laguna Creek Watershed Council has inventoried and 
mapped invasive weeds along the lower reaches of Laguna Creek riparian corridor as part of our 
Calfed Watershed Protection (Prop 50) Grant program.  Five sites were identified as priority for 
professional and volunteer weed removal.  In addition to weed removal at priority locations, we 
propose to extend the invasive weed inventory and mapping effort to include the upper reaches 
of the Laguna Creek corridor, and along tributary streams throughout the watershed.  
 
Project 1 Goals:  

A. Lower Laguna Creek Watershed Weed Removal:  Work will be performed in 
coordination with the City of Elk Grove, the Cosumnes Community Services District, and 
the City of Sacramento maintenance crews based on invasive weed removal priorities 
identified in the Laguna Creek Watershed Management Action Plan.    

a. Hire a seasonal crew to remove tamarisk, Chinese tallow, and pampas grass from 
six locations. 

b. Provide funding for a coordinator to organize the volunteer removal of giant reed, 
water hyacinth, milk thistle, and yellow star thistle from four locations, in 
partnership with the Sacramento Weed Warriors. 

c. Volunteers will monitor the sites following weed infestation removal.  
B. Laguna Creek Watershed Weed Inventory and Mapping:  

a. Extend the inventory and mapping of invasive weeds within the Laguna Creek 
Watershed to include the Upper Laguna Creek Corridor and tributary streams 
throughout the watershed. 

b. Maintain existing partnerships with the Elk Grove Unified School District, the 
City of Elk Grove, the City of Sacramento, the Cosumnes Community Services 
District, Southgate Recreation and Parks District, and Sacramento County to: 

i. review and prioritize newly identified weed locations, 
ii. coordinate future removal of noxious weeds within riparian and stream 

buffer areas of Laguna Creek and its tributary streams.  
C. Invasive Weed Monitors Training Program:  

a. Conduct a weed monitoring training workshop for EGUSD teachers and local 
scout group leaders.  

b. After training, teachers and scout leaders will be able to identify invasive weed 
species which commonly occur in our watershed and know how to map weed 
locations using aerial maps provided during training. 

c. Trainees will use their students and scouts to assist with the long-term monitoring 
of priority invasive weeds along our watershed's stream corridors.  

  
2009 Laguna Creek Watershed Noxious Weed Treatment Areas and Lead Persons:  
• Lower Laguna Creek Watershed Weed Removal 
North Laguna Wildlife Area: Water hyacinth removal project;  
Laguna Bypass Area: Pampas grass removal project; 
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Camden Lakes: Pampas grass, tamarisk, milk thistle, yellow star thistle removal project; 
Fallbrook Area: Chinese tallow removal project; 
Elk Grove Creek: Arundo, Chinese tallow removal project; 
*Lead - Greg Suba, Coordinator, Laguna Creek Watershed Council  
  
• Laguna Creek Watershed Weed Inventory and Mapping  
Lower Laguna Creek Watershed weed mapping project: Invasive weed mapping of Elk Grove 
Creek, Whitehouse Creek, and Jacinto Creek stream corridors; 
Upper Laguna Invasive Weed Mapping project; Invasive weed inventory and mapping of Upper 
Laguna Creek corridor 
*Lead - Greg Suba, Coordinator, Laguna Creek Watershed Council 
 
• Invasive Weed Monitors Training Program 
 Invasive Weed Inventory, Removal, and Monitoring Training; 
*Lead - Greg Suba, Coordinator, Laguna Creek Watershed Council 
 
 
Project 2: Invasive and Noxious Plant Reduction (INPR) at Effie Yeaw Nature Center 
 
Summary:  The Nature Area surrounding Effie Yeaw Nature Center is a highly visited area of the 
American River Parkway, located in Carmichael, California.  A two-acre focus area has been 
targeted for weed removal within the Nature Area because it borders the Nature Center building 
and is thus a highly visible and visited area.  The focus area is also bordered by a bluff occupied 
by private residences.  Weed removal in this area will improve habitat for local wildlife and 
increase the Nature Center’s ability to educate the public about natural environments. It will also 
reduce the amount of wild-fire “fuel” that threatens the Effie Yeaw Nature Center, as well as the 
private residences on top of the bluff. 
 
Project Goals: 

A. Recruit, train and supervise a team of volunteers able to identify and remove weeds from 
the Effie Yeaw Nature Study Area, including Himalayan blackberry, yellow star thistle, 
Canada thistle, pokeweed, and poison hemlock. 

B. Enhance wildlife habitat of weed removal area, by restoring weeded areas with desirable 
native plants. 

C. Map the weed populations in the focus area to identify their location and size. 
 
2009 Invasive and Noxious Plant Reduction (INPR) at Effie Yeaw Nature Center Lead 
Persons:  
• Recruit, train and supervise volunteers to identify and remove weeds 
*Lead – Patrick J. Gordon, Landscape Coordinator, Effie Yeaw Nature Center. 
 • Enhance wildlife habitat of weed removal area 
*Lead – Patrick J. Gordon, Landscape Coordinator, Effie Yeaw Nature Center. 
• Map weed populations 
*Lead – Patrick J. Gordon, Landscape Coordinator, Effie Yeaw Nature Center. 
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